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The Whitney Women and the Museum They Made
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institutions dedicated to modern and contemporary art.
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In this captivating book, author Donna De Salvo traces the remarkable
journey of the Whitney family, from its humble beginnings in the Gilded Age
to its transformative impact on the art world.

At the heart of this narrative are the five Whitney sisters: Flora, Gertrude,
Helen, Anne, and Joan. Each a visionary in her own right, they shared a
deep appreciation for art and a desire to make it accessible to a wider
audience.

Together with their friend Juliana Force, the Whitney sisters established the
Whitney Studio Club in 1914. This groundbreaking organization provided a
space for women artists to exhibit their work and build their careers.

As the Whitney Studio Club flourished, so too did the sisters' vision for a
museum dedicated to American art. In 1931, the Whitney Museum of
American Art opened its doors, showcasing a groundbreaking collection
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that included works by Georgia O'Keeffe, Edward Hopper, and Jacob
Lawrence.

Over the decades, the Whitney Museum has continued to grow and evolve,
becoming a vibrant hub for artistic expression and a catalyst for social
change.

Through exclusive interviews and meticulous research, Donna De Salvo
weaves a compelling tale of ambition, creativity, and resilience. The
Whitney Women and the Museum They Made is a must-read for anyone
interested in the history of art, the role of women in society, and the
enduring legacy of the Whitney family.
Donna De Salvo

Donna De Salvo is an award-winning author and art historian specializing
in American art.
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