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In the annals of India's history, the name Lilu Ganesha Devika Joglekar
stands as a radiant beacon of progress and inspiration. As a pioneering
feminist and social activist, she relentlessly fought for women's rights,
social welfare, and interfaith harmony, leaving an indelible mark on the
nation's social and political landscape. Her unwavering advocacy for
gender equality, education, and social justice continue to resonate today,
inspiring generations to strive for a more just and equitable society.

Early Life and Education

Lilu Ganesha Devika Joglekar was born on March 10, 1888, in the coastal
town of Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. From an early age, she displayed a keen
intellect and a deep concern for the well-being of others. Her father,
Ganesh Hari Joglekar, was a prominent lawyer and social reformer who
instilled in her a strong sense of social responsibility. Her mother,
Krishnabai Joglekar, was a compassionate and supportive figure who
encouraged her daughter's pursuit of knowledge and activism.

Lilu received her early education at the local mission school. However, due
to limited opportunities for higher education for girls at the time, she had to
travel to Mumbai (then Bombay) to continue her studies. She enrolled at
the Wilson College, where she excelled in her studies and became actively
involved in the student movement.
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Women's Suffrage and Political Activism

Lilu's passion for social justice was ignited during her college years. She
joined the Indian National Congress, the country's primary political
organization, and became an active participant in the struggle for Indian
independence. She recognized the importance of women's participation in
the political process and became a vocal advocate for women's suffrage.

In 1928, Lilu and a group of like-minded women founded the All India
Women's Conference (AIWC),an organization dedicated to promoting
women's rights and welfare. She served as the AIWC's president from 1930
to 1931 and played a pivotal role in organizing the first All India Women's
Conference in Delhi in 1928, which brought together women from all over
the country to discuss issues related to women's rights, education, and
health.

Lilu's efforts for women's suffrage bore fruit in 1931 when the British
colonial government extended the right to vote to women in India. She
continued to work tirelessly for the advancement of women's political and
social rights throughout her life.

Social Welfare and Education

Beyond her involvement in the women's suffrage movement, Lilu was also
deeply committed to social welfare and education. She believed that the
empowerment of women and the well-being of society were inextricably
linked.

In 1935, Lilu established the Seva Sadan Society in Mumbai, an
organization dedicated to providing education, healthcare, and social
support to women and children. Through Seva Sadan, she opened schools,



vocational training centers, and healthcare clinics to cater to the needs of
marginalized communities. She also established a home for widows and a
home for orphaned children.

Lilu's unwavering belief in the power of education extended to girls and
women. She recognized the importance of access to education for girls as
a key to their empowerment and social progress. She campaigned for the
opening of girls' schools and colleges and established scholarship
programs to support the education of underprivileged girls.

Interfaith Harmony and Communal Unity

At a time when communal tensions often divided society, Lilu stood as a
staunch advocate for interfaith harmony and communal unity. She believed
that religious diversity was a strength of Indian society and worked
tirelessly to promote mutual respect and understanding among different
religious communities.

In 1947, India gained independence from British rule, but it also witnessed
the tragic partition of the country into India and Pakistan. Amidst the
widespread communal violence that ensued, Lilu tirelessly worked to
protect people from all religions and to promote peace and reconciliation.

Lilu played a key role in establishing the All India Women's Interfaith
Association, an organization dedicated to promoting interfaith dialogue and
understanding. She also worked closely with the Mahatma Gandhi National
Memorial Fund to support programs that promoted communal harmony and
social integration.

Legacy and Recognition



Lilu Ganesha Devika Joglekar's life and work left an enduring legacy that
continues to inspire generations. Her tireless efforts for women's rights,
social welfare, and interfaith harmony have had a profound impact on the
shaping of modern India.

In recognition of her remarkable contributions, Lilu received numerous
awards and accolades. In 1954, the Government of India awarded her the
Padma Bhushan, the third highest civilian award in the
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