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Larry McMurtry's "Paradise" is a sprawling epic of love and loss set against
the backdrop of the Old West. The novel follows the lives of two families,
the Swenson and the Files, as they struggle to survive and thrive in the
harsh and unforgiving environment of the Texas Panhandle.

The Swensons are a family of Swedish immigrants who have settled in the
Panhandle in the hopes of finding a better life. The Files are a family of
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ranchers who have lived in the Panhandle for generations. Both families
are struggling to make a living in a land that is both beautiful and brutal.

The novel follows the two families over a period of several decades, as
they experience the joys and sorrows of life in the Old West. They
experience love, loss, childbirth, death, and violence. They also experience
the challenges of living in a land that is constantly changing.

McMurtry's lyrical prose and vivid characters bring the Old West to life,
creating a world that is both beautiful and brutal. "Paradise" is a classic of
American literature and a must-read for fans of Western fiction.

The Characters

The characters in "Paradise" are some of the most memorable and
complex in all of literature. McMurtry has a gift for creating characters that
are both flawed and sympathetic, and he brings them to life with his lyrical
prose.

The main characters in the novel are Asa Swenson, his wife Eva, and their
son Duane. Asa is a hardworking and determined man who is trying to
make a living for his family in the harsh environment of the Panhandle. Eva
is a strong and loving woman who supports her husband and son through
thick and thin. Duane is a sensitive and intelligent young man who is trying
to find his place in the world.

The Files family is headed by Jack File, a wealthy and powerful rancher.
Jack is a ruthless and determined man who is willing to do whatever it
takes to get what he wants. His wife, Molly, is a kind and gentle woman
who is often overshadowed by her husband. Their daughter, Sally, is a



beautiful and intelligent young woman who is torn between her desire for
independence and her love for her family.

The Setting

The setting of "Paradise" is the Texas Panhandle, a vast and unforgiving
land that is both beautiful and brutal. The Panhandle is a land of extremes,
where the summers are hot and dry and the winters are cold and snowy. It
is a land of open spaces and big skies, where the horizon seems to stretch
on forever.

The Panhandle is also a land of violence and lawlessness. In the early
days of settlement, the Panhandle was a haven for outlaws and
desperadoes. Even today, the Panhandle is a place where the rule of law is
often tenuous.

The Themes

"Paradise" is a novel that explores a number of themes, including love,
loss, family, and the American dream. McMurtry shows us how love can
both sustain us and destroy us, and how loss can both break our hearts
and make us stronger.

McMurtry also explores the theme of family in "Paradise." He shows us
how families can both protect us and{5Es us, and how the bonds of family
can both unite us and tear us apart.

Finally, McMurtry explores the theme of the American dream in "Paradise."
He shows us how the American dream can both inspire us and disillusion
us, and how it can both unite us and divide us.



"Paradise" is a masterpiece of American literature that is both beautiful and

heartbreaking. McMurtry's lyrical prose and vivid characters bring the Old

West to life, creating a world that is both familiar and foreign. "Paradise" is

a must-read for fans of Western fiction and for anyone who is interested in

the human condition.
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