
How the Best TV Commercials Are Produced:
A Behind-the-Scenes Guide

The Ad Makers: How the Best TV Commercials are
Produced by Tom von Logue Newth

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 12289 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 176 pages

In the fiercely competitive world of advertising, TV commercials stand as a
testament to the power of storytelling and visual impact. They have the
ability to capture attention, engage emotions, and drive consumer behavior.
But what goes on behind the scenes to create these highly effective
marketing tools?

This comprehensive guide will take you on a journey into the fascinating
world of TV commercial production. We'll explore the creative process, from
brainstorming and scriptwriting to casting and filming. We'll also delve into
the technical aspects, including lighting, cinematography, and editing. Along
the way, we'll uncover the secrets of the advertising industry's most
successful campaigns.

The Creative Process
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Brainstorming and Concept Development

The creative process begins with a brainstorming session, where the team
generates ideas for the commercial. The key is to think outside the box and
come up with unique and memorable concepts that will resonate with the
target audience.

Once the initial ideas are gathered, they are refined and developed into a
storyboard. The storyboard provides a visual representation of the
commercial, outlining the sequence of shots, dialogue, and music.

Scriptwriting

The script is the foundation of the commercial. It brings the storyboard to
life and provides the words that the actors will speak. The script must be
concise, engaging, and persuasive.

When writing a script for a TV commercial, it's important to keep the
following in mind:

Keep it short. Most TV commercials are only 30 or 60 seconds long,
so you don't have a lot of time to get your message across.

Use strong visuals. People are more likely to remember what they
see than what they hear, so make sure your commercial has strong
visuals that will capture attention.

Tell a story. People are more likely to engage with a commercial that
tells a story than one that simply lists facts and benefits.

Use humor. Humor can be a great way to make your commercial
more memorable and engaging.



Make it relevant. Your commercial should be relevant to the target
audience and the product or service you are promoting.

Production

Casting

The right actors can make or break a commercial. It's important to cast
actors who are believable, relatable, and have the ability to convey the
message of the commercial effectively.

When casting actors for a TV commercial, it's important to keep the
following in mind:

Consider the target audience. Who are you trying to reach with your
commercial? The actors you cast should be able to connect with the
target audience.

Think about the message of the commercial. What is the main
message you want to convey? The actors you cast should be able to
deliver the message effectively.

Look for actors with strong acting skills. The actors you cast
should be able to convincingly portray the characters in the
commercial.

Consider the overall look and feel of the commercial. The actors
you cast should fit in with the overall style and tone of the commercial.

Filming

The filming process is where the commercial comes to life. The director
works with the actors and crew to capture the desired shots and



performances.

The following are some of the key elements of the filming process:

Lighting. The lighting can create a specific mood and atmosphere in
the commercial.

Camera work. The camera work can be used to create different visual
effects, such as creating movement and capturing close-ups.

Sound recording. The sound recording captures the dialogue, music,
and sound effects in the commercial.

Editing

The editing process is where the commercial is assembled and polished.
The editor works with the director and post-production team to create a
final cut that is both visually appealing and effective.

The following are some of the key elements of the editing process:

Assembling the footage. The editor assembles the footage from the
filming process to create a rough cut of the commercial.

Adding effects and transitions. The editor can add effects and
transitions to the commercial to create a smooth and engaging
experience.

Color grading. The editor can color grade the footage to create the
desired look and feel for the commercial.

The Advertising Industry's Most Successful Commercials



Now that we've explored the creative and production process behind TV
commercials, let's take a look at some of the most successful campaigns in
the advertising industry.

These commercials have all achieved remarkable results, whether it's
increasing brand awareness, driving sales, or winning awards.

Nike: "Just Do It"

The "Just Do It" campaign is one of the most iconic in advertising history. It
features a simple but powerful message that has resonated with
consumers around the world.

The campaign has helped Nike become one of the most successful brands
in the world. In 2022, Nike's brand value was estimated to be $47.4 billion.

Apple: "Think Different"

The "Think Different" campaign was a departure from the traditional
advertising approach of the time. It featured black-and-white portraits of
famous innovators, such as Albert Einstein and Pablo Picasso.

The campaign was a huge success and helped Apple position itself as a
brand for creative thinkers. In 2023, Apple's brand value was estimated to
be $355.1 billion, making it the most valuable brand in the world.

Coca-Cola: "Share a Coke"

The "Share a Coke" campaign was a global initiative that encouraged
consumers to share personalized bottles of Coca-Cola with their friends
and family.



The campaign was a huge success and helped Coca-Cola increase its
sales by 2% in 2013. In 2023, Coca-Cola's brand value was estimated to
be $39.1 billion.

Creating a successful TV commercial is a complex and challenging
process, but it is also an incredibly rewarding one. By following the steps
outlined in this guide, you can increase your chances of creating a
commercial that will capture attention, engage emotions, and drive results.

So, what are you waiting for? Start brainstorming ideas and get ready to
create your own masterpiece!
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