
From Aviation and Rocketry to the Creation of
an Art Dynasty: An Epic of Exploration and
Artistic Achievement
The life and legacy of Dr. Sarabhai, the renowned scientist, industrialist,
and art enthusiast, is a testament to the indomitable human spirit and the
transformative power of passion. From his humble beginnings as an
aviation enthusiast to his pivotal role in the establishment of India's space
program, Dr. Sarabhai's life was marked by an unwavering pursuit of
knowledge and a deep appreciation for the arts.

Early Life and Aviation

Born in Ahmedabad, India, in 1917, Vikram Ambalal Sarabhai developed a
fascination for aviation from a young age. With limited resources, he built
his first glider at the age of 16, setting the stage for his future endeavors in
the field of aerospace engineering.
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In 1940, Dr. Sarabhai received his doctorate in cosmic ray physics from the
University of Cambridge. His research on cosmic rays laid the foundation
for his understanding of the upper atmosphere and paved the way for his
later work in rocketry.

The Birth of India's Space Program

After India's independence in 1947, Dr. Sarabhai returned to his homeland
with a vision to establish a robust space program. He founded the Physical
Research Laboratory (PRL) in Ahmedabad, which became the cradle of
India's space exploration efforts.

Under Dr. Sarabhai's leadership, PRL played a crucial role in developing
India's first sounding rockets, which were used to study the upper
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atmosphere and conduct ionospheric research. His efforts culminated in
the successful launch of India's first satellite, Aryabhata, in 1975, marking a
historic milestone in the nation's scientific journey.

Art and Culture: A Parallel Passion

Despite his dedication to science and technology, Dr. Sarabhai held a deep
passion for the arts. He believed that art and culture were essential for a
harmonious society and played a pivotal role in fostering creativity and
innovation.

In 1956, Dr. Sarabhai founded the Sarabhai Foundation, a non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting art and culture. Through the
foundation, he established several cultural institutions, including the
Darpana Academy of Performing Arts, the Ahmedabad Sanskar Kendra,
and the Calico Museum of Textiles.

The Sarabhai Art Dynasty

Dr. Sarabhai's children and grandchildren inherited his passion for art and
culture, creating a remarkable dynasty of artistic talent. His son, Gautam, is
an acclaimed artist and founder of the Vadodara-based Samudra Institute
of Art and Culture.

His daughter, Mallika, is a renowned classical dancer and choreographer.
Her daughter, Aditi Mangaldas, is a leading contemporary dancer and
founder of the Drishtikon Dance Foundation.



The Sarabhai family's artistic contributions have left an indelible mark on
Indian culture. Their work spans various disciplines, including painting,
sculpture, music, dance, and theater, enriching the nation's artistic
landscape.

Legacy of Innovation and Inspiration

Dr. Sarabhai's legacy is not limited to his scientific achievements or his
patronage of the arts. He was a visionary leader who inspired generations
of scientists, artists, and cultural enthusiasts.

His unwavering belief in the power of knowledge, his pursuit of excellence,
and his commitment to fostering creativity continue to serve as a beacon of
inspiration for all who seek to make a meaningful contribution to society.

The life of Dr. Sarabhai is a testament to the extraordinary possibilities that
can be realized through passion, dedication, and a profound belief in the
human spirit. His pioneering work in aviation and rocketry transformed
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India's scientific landscape, while his unwavering support for the arts
enriched the nation's cultural heritage.

Through his contributions to science and art, Dr. Sarabhai left an enduring
legacy that continues to inspire and empower generations to come. His
story serves as a reminder that the pursuit of knowledge and the
appreciation of beauty can coexist harmoniously, creating a society that is
both intellectually and artistically vibrant.
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