
54 Clever Ways to Extend the Life of Kids'
Clothes: The Ultimate Guide to Wardrobe
Longevity
As parents, we all know how quickly kids grow and how often they outgrow
their clothes. But what if there was a way to extend the life of those clothes,
so they could be passed down to younger siblings or even re-sold? In this
comprehensive guide, we'll share 54 clever tips and tricks to help you keep
your kids' clothes looking their best for longer.
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Pre-Treatment and Laundry Care

1. Use a gentle detergent: Harsh detergents can damage the fibers of
kids' clothes, causing them to fade and wear out more quickly. Opt for
gentle, color-safe detergents that are designed for delicate fabrics.

2. Wash inside out: This helps to protect the exterior of the garment
from fading and abrasion.
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3. Turn down the heat: Hot water can damage the fibers of kids' clothes,
so always wash them in cold or warm water. If possible, use the gentle
cycle or hand-wash delicate items.

4. Avoid the dryer: The heat and tumbling action of the dryer can cause
kids' clothes to shrink, fade, and wear out more quickly. Air-dry clothes
whenever possible.

5. Remove stains promptly: Stains can set in and become difficult to
remove, so treat them as soon as possible. Use a gentle stain remover
and follow the manufacturer's instructions.

Storage and Organization

6. Fold clothes properly: Proper folding helps to prevent wrinkles and
creases, which can weaken the fibers of kids' clothes. Fold clothes
along the seams and try to avoid sharp creases.

7. Hang clothes on sturdy hangers: Wire hangers can stretch out the
shoulders of kids' clothes, so use wooden or plastic hangers instead.

8. Store clothes in a dry, well-ventilated area: Excess moisture can
cause mold and mildew, which can damage kids' clothes. Store clothes
in a dresser, closet, or other well-ventilated area.

9. Use drawer organizers: Drawer organizers can help to keep kids'
clothes organized and wrinkle-free. Use separate drawers for different
types of clothing, such as shirts, pants, socks, and underwear.

10. Donate clothes that no longer fit: As your kids grow, don't hold onto
clothes that no longer fit. Donate them to charity or sell them online to
make room for new clothes.



Repairs and Alterations

11. Fix holes and tears promptly: Small holes and tears can be easily
repaired with a needle and thread. Don't wait until they become larger
and more difficult to fix.

12. Mend loose buttons: Loose buttons can easily come off and get lost,
so mend them as soon as you notice them. Use a strong thread and
sew the button securely.

13. Tighten loose seams: Loose seams can cause clothes to fall apart,
so tighten them as soon as you notice them. Use a needle and thread
to sew along the seam, making small, even stitches.

14. Shorten sleeves and pants: As your kids grow, their clothes may
become too long. Instead of buying new clothes, you can have the
sleeves and pants shortened by a tailor.

15. Make hand-me-downs look new: If you're passing down clothes from
older siblings to younger siblings, you can often make them look new
with a few simple alterations. Hem the sleeves and pants if they're too
long, and remove any stains or tears.

Other Clever Tips

16. Buy clothes that are made from durable fabrics: Clothes made
from durable fabrics, such as cotton, denim, and wool, will last longer
than clothes made from delicate fabrics, such as silk and rayon.

17. Avoid clothes with too many embellishments: Embellishments,
such as sequins, beads, and embroidery, can snag and break easily.
Choose clothes with simple designs that are less likely to get
damaged.



18. Don't let kids play in their best clothes: If you want your kids'
clothes to last, don't let them play in their best clothes. Save the fancy
clothes for special occasions and let them play in more durable clothes
that can withstand wear and tear.

19. Teach your kids to take care of their clothes: Teach your kids how
to properly care for their clothes. Show them how to fold and hang
clothes, and explain why it's important to avoid roughhousing in their
best clothes.

20. Invest in a good sewing machine: A good sewing machine can be a
valuable investment for parents of young children. You can use it to
repair small tears and holes, and to make other alterations to clothes
as your kids grow.

By following these 54 clever tips, you can extend the life of your kids'
clothes and save money in the process. With a little care and attention,
your kids' clothes can last for years to come.
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